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History of the Committee 

 1991 - BSC USA was established  

 First Chair – Jim Forbes, USDA/WS 

 FAA, USDA, US. Airports, USAF 

 1991 - Started Annual Meetings 

 1997 - Committee By-laws 

 1999 - Joint Meetings with Canada 

 2012  - MOU with FAA 

 Evolution of the Steering Committee 

 Diversity in stakeholders represented 

 Leadership succession 

 

Source: New York Times 



Committee Role: ICAO and FAA  

 ICAO 
ICAO recommends each nation form a Bird Strike Committee to 

advise the Civil Aviation Authority - 

Doc 9137 - Airport Services Manual Part 3, Wildlife Control and 

Reduction, 4th Edition  2012 

 

 2012 FAA-BSC USA MOU 
“This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) establishes a 

cooperative relationship between the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) and the Bird Strike Committee USA 

(BSC-USA).  The purpose of the partnership is to provide 

technical expertise and assistance to the FAA to help 

mitigate wildlife hazards to aviation. 

 



Mission & Composition  

 BSC USA is dedicated to providing leadership in 

managing wildlife hazards to aviation. 

 Membership Categories 

 Federal Aviation Administration 

 U.S. Department of Agriculture/APHIS/WS 

 U.S. Department of Defense 

 U.S. Airports 

 Private Sector Services 

 Airlines 

 Aerospace Industries 

 General  

 

 

 



5 Principal Objectives   

1. Facilitate the exchange of information regarding 

the characteristics and management of wildlife 

hazards and risk to aviation safety … 

 

2. Promote the collection and analysis of accurate 

wildlife strike data for military and civil aviation in 

the USA to better: 

 understand strike hazards and risk,  

 promote and develop effective and appropriate 

programs and  

 evaluate the efficacy of management programs. 

 

 



5 Principal Objectives   

3. Promote research and development of effective 

procedures, methods, and technologies for reducing 

aviation wildlife hazards and risk to aviation safety. 

4. Promote professionalism in wildlife management 

programs on and near airports through training and 

advocacy of high standards of conduct for airport 

biologists and wildlife patrol personnel. 

5. Serve as the national expert body and liaison to 

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 

national/international Bird Strike Committees and 

other organizations. 

 



Lessons Learned – Committee Structure 

 274 current BSC USA members 

 Steering Committee 

 30 voting positions  

 Established leadership succession 

 6 Standing Committees 

 Membership 

 Communications 

 Operations and Policy 

 

 Annual Conference 

 Research and Development 

 Education and Outreach 



 www.birdstrike.org 

Lessons Learned – Website 

Quick link for 

Membership 

Quick link for 

Reporting a Wildlife 

Strike 

Quick links for 

Resources 

Sign up for Newsletter 

via Email 



Lessons Learned – Newsletter 

 Bird Strike Buzz 



Lessons Learned – Social Media 

 Staying connected and sharing information 



Lessons Learned – Education & Outreach 

 Booth and Materials 
 

2017 BSC USA Sun n Fun Air Show = Outreach 



Lessons Learned – Education & Outreach 

 BSC USA Education Event List: 
 August 8-11, 2016 – BSC USA Conference, Chicago, IL 

 August 17-19 2016 – NAOC Conference, Washington, DC – Booth and ½ day workshop  

 August 22-25, 2016 – ALPA Safety Forum Washington, DC – Booth (Outreach and Education) 

 November 3-4, 2016 – Australian Aviation Wildlife Hazard Group Forum (R.Dolbeer presenting) 

 November 15-16, 2016 – WBSE-2 Conference, Tamachi, Tokyo (S. Osmek presenting) 

 December 5-9, 2016 – WBA Conference, Amsterdam, Netherlands (Presentation from BSC USA) 

 March 6-9, 2017 – BSC Booth HAI Heli Expo - Dallas, TX 

 April 4-5, 2017 – BSC USA Mid-Winter Meeting, Orlando International Airport 

 April 4-9, 2017 – BSC Booth Sun-N-Fun Air Show (Outreach and Education) 

 May 16-18, 2017 – ICAO/ACI Wildlife Strike Hazard Reduction Symposium (Attendance by BSC 

USA) 

 July 24-30, 2017 – BSC USA Booth OSHKOSH Air Show (Education and Outreach) 

 August 22-24 – North American BSC Conference, Dallas, TX 

 September 2017 – Brazilian Wildlife Hazard Conference “Aerofauna” (R. Dolbeer keynote) 

 



Lessons Learned – Annual Conference 

 Diversity of Topics – Submitted abstracts and invited 

speakers 

 Offering a training session 

 Registration Fees & Per Diem 

 Conference Assistance - AAAE 



Lessons Learned - History 

 The importance of our history (archives) and the 

institutional knowledge from our Emeritus Members 



Lessons Learned 

 Diversity in a group has its challenges. 

 Focus all of the committee’s business and activities on 

meeting the mission and 5 principal objects. 

 Remembering the entire committee is comprised of 

volunteers. 



Thank you! 


